
West Virginia Health Care Providers Oppose House Bill 5297

TheWest Virginia Legislature is attempting to ban gender-affirming hormone therapy
for transgender adolescents at risk for self-harm or suicide. We, the undersignedWest
Virginia health care providers, oppose House Bill 5297 and any efforts to ban
evidence-based and guideline-recommended medical care.

Up to two percent of adolescents in the United States identify as transgender, and in any
given year a third of themmay attempt suicide. Research has shown that transgender
youth who access gender-affirming hormone therapy have 73 percent lower odds of
considering suicide. Gender-affirming hormone therapy for transgender adolescents is
evidence and guideline-based care recommended by every major medical organization.
In many cases, this care can be life-saving.

We encourage West Virginia delegates and senators to support transgender
youth and oppose House Bill 5297.
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Dr. Jamila Ranavaya, MD
Dr. Jessica McColley
Luke Velickoff, BSN, RN, CCRN
Dr. Jerad Bailey, Pharm.D
Stephanie Tyo, MD
Whitney B. Bender, LGSW
Dr. Phillip Pifer
Taylor Rice, Medical Student
Colleen Beatty, MD
Dr. Eric Seachrist
Justine Pagenhardt, MD
Joanna Bailey, MD FAAFP
Stephanie McWilliams, licensed psychologist
Heather T Pennington
ZebulunMallow FNP-C
Dr. Patrick Tomboc, DO
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Kylie Bushko, 1st-year medical student
Matthew Parsley, OMS-IV, MS
Tobias Murphy, MD
Samantha Denham, BSN, RN, Forensic Nurse
Examiner
Rebecca Tilley, Nurse
AbbyMcIntire, Nurse
Melissa DawnMiker-Weaver
Kim Kramer RN
Elijah Farley, MSW
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Andrew Gordon, second-year medical student
Martin L Boone, PhD. Licensed psychologist
Barbara Diane Gillis, fourth year medical
student
Elizabeth Gasteiger, second-year medical
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Kierstan Pyle, second-year medical student
Melanie Peterson DO
Heather Stocking, PharmD
Dr. Holly Phelps, PhD - Neuropsychologist
El Didden, third-year medical student
Kayce Boggess, second-year medical student
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Ashley Booth, first-year medical student
Rachel Masters, FNP-C
Bonnie Strayer, MSW, LICSW
Ryan Hayes, MS4
Kristen Boyce, LICSW
Rachel Taitano, sixth year MD/PhD candidate
Wesley Hill, MD
Dr. Loren Kaiser
Cassidy Tolley, LGSW
Casey K. McCluskey, MD
Dr. Daniel Farmer, DO
Ray Kendall, MSW, LICSW
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Katherine Germann, CLS ASCP and 2nd Year
Medical Student
Casey K. McCluskey, MD
Julie Phillips, MD
Amelia Barberio APRN
Shari L. Nay, RN
Kathryn Bell, MD
Riley Curtin, fourth year medical student
Jacqueline Cavendish, Medical Student
Kayla Steinberger, Medical Student
Julie Kennedy-Rea. Licensed Professional
Counselor



Rachel Davis, LICSW
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